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S. James IV. 7, 
Refef the Devil, and be will flee from you. 


HESE words are cafily reſoly'd 
into two parts : the #7ft, a Duty 3; . 
and the ſecond, to incouragethe, - 
performance, am afſurance of am 
| happy iflue in thedoing it... The 

_ 1, the.Duty in theſe words, Refsſt 
tbe Devil: the happy iſſue inthole other, he wite 
fee from you. | 

For the more praQtical and aſctull hadlink -P 
of _ parts, I thall endeavour todoe theſe thing ag 


T. "View the Enemy we. are to reſiſt, the Devil; 
fee his Strengths, and what are his chict Engines, 
his main inſtruments of battery, whereby heſhakes, 
and:does endeavour todemoltth the whole: frame of 
Vertue in mens :lives!, ſhatters-and . chrowsidown; 
all Religious, holy Reſolutions, and [INES men 
to himſelf-and: Sin; * 
2. gee what weare to doe in; -nppoſition: to all | 
this ; and/how' and by what means'we mult reſs/t, / 
35:1 A 2 3, Prove 


j£ 


"2 


SY 
7 **.. 
Yo 
ST. I5. 
<* 


LAY 


Firſt of the firſt. 
Though no man can be tempted, ({oas to be foil'd 
by the temptation ) bur he that '#s drawn away by 


his.own Luſt, and enticed, James 1.:14.. and all the 


blandiſhments of this world. all the wiles and arti- 
fices of the Prince and God of it, the Devil, are not 
able to betray one into fin, till his own * Luſi con- 
ceive that fin, and bring it forth ; Man muſt be 29- 


ken firſt in his own nets, and fall into that pit himſelf 


hath digg'd, before he can become the Devil's prey - 
yet Saran hath ſo great an hand in this affair , that 


the Tempter is his name and office, Matt, 1V, 3. and - 
| the warre which is no before us is ſo purely his, 


that we are ſaid to fight ®, not againſt fleſh and bloud, 
( thoſe neits and ax of our own Luſts) but a- 

gainſt Principalities and Powers,againſt the Rulers of 
ho darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wicked- 
neſſes in high places; chat i 1s, againft the Enemy 
here in the Text, the Devil. 

Now to bring abour his ends upon us he hath 
ſeveral means. The firit chat I ſhall name is _ 
 Enfidelity. With this he began in Paradiſe, and 
ſucceeded —* It; for he had no ſooner told the 


4 i 1. woman that the fhould © not ſurely die, and @ made 
her dont wy not believe, and conſequently not fear; 


that 


. Prove to them thar ef reſi f the bow idue | 
| which the Text here. promiſech. - k nppy i 
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| lation l60k'd her in the face, and God himlelf was 


GY» 
"Ghar which God hadthreatned, but fe took wY the. 
forbidden fruit, and jbe did eat, and. gave it to her 
husband too, and he did eat. Now if a Serpent fi- 
ding with her inclination could ſo quickly ſtagger 
and quite overthrow her Faith ; if the, becauſe the 
ſees and likes a plealing ObjeR, can, In mere defi- 
ance of her own aſſured conviction, when the Reve- 


ſcarce gone ou: of fight, ſtraight give credit to a 
Snake, that comes and confidently gives the lie to 
God her Maker, offers her no proot at all of what he 
ſays, bur onely flatters her defices with promiles 
and expettations of the knows not what ,*Te ſhall." * Gen. nt. 
not die, but ye ſhall be as Gods; if in wr" ol 
Knowledge ſhe turn Infidel ſo ſoon and eafily : 

no great wonder if that Szrpent do, at this Jiſtabes 

trom Revelation, prevail on men, whoſe converlati- 

on being mot with Senſe, « their fatisfattions alſo 
conſequently gratifying of their Senſe) they do not 
willingly atſencto any thing but that which brings 
immediate evidence and atteſtation of the Senſes, 

which the objetsof our Faith do not, ( eſpecially 

it it give check toand reſtrain thoſe farisfattions, 

as thoſe do; ) on ſuch men, 1 ſay, that do nor care, 

nor uſe, in things that are againſt their mind, to 

apply che Under tanding cloſe arid ſtrongly to re- 

feat on thoſe conſiderations which ſhould move 

A3 aſſent; 


(4) 
allent, and work belief. Confiderations which I 
dareafhre, if with fincerity adverted to, ( if there 
be no improbity within. totrath their efficacy, no 
fenſual inclination cheriſh'd that nut hinder their 
admittance, as not being able to.endure to lodge in 
the ſame breaſt with thoſe perluations,) would make 
Disbelief appear not onely moſt imprudent, but a 
thing next to impoſsible.. But in thole that give 
themſelves no leiſure, have no will thus to advert, 
"13 not ſtrange if, through Satarts arts, in things of 
this remote -kind they have onely languid opinions, 
which fink quickly into doubts, and by degrees.into 
flat Infidelity. 
.. S, Paul doesfetchthe riſe of ynbeliet of Chri- 
ftianity from hence, II Cor. IV, 3, 4, {f our Goſpel 
be hid, it is hid'to them that are loſt; In whom the 
God of this morld hath blinded their minds : that 
1s, If the Chriſtian Dotrine do not appear to. be 
the truth of God to any, 'tis to obYinate perſons 
onely, whom the Devil hath beſotted ſo with the ad- 
vantages and pleaſures bf this world, that their at- 
_ co theſe-will not let the other be admitred, 
! | OP => 

That Carnal prejudice can caft a miſt before the 
mind, orthata bright and glittering Temptation of 
this world: may.dazle it fo as thar it cannat fee that 
which ts:moſt illuſtriouſly:vifible; we have this.de- | 
 monſtration, Thole 
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_ Thoſe Works, which Chris} and this Apoſtles 
wrought; which; made the whole World, that was 
Heathen then,ſo many Milliows'of ſuch diſtant Natis 
onsagcould never meet together £6 conſpirean'tni- 
verſal change in their Religions, made them yet a= 
gree to lay afide their dear Gods and theit dearer 
Vices, and doe that ctoembrace a Crcified Deity, a 
God put toa vile ignominious death, as one wor/e 
then the worſt of men, and a Religion that was as 
much hated, counted as accurſed as that God of it, 
He and his DodGrine crucified alike, 'and a Religion 
too that had as great ſeverities in its Combende as 
in its Perſecutions, that did it ſelf enjoynas hard and 
cruel things to flethand bloud as they that hated ir 
inflifted, the duties and the puniſhments equally ſeetn 
_ executed on its followers,and a Religion, whoſe per- 
formances had no retriburions here but fatal ones , 
no otherwiſe rewarded but with fire and faggot, and 
whole after-promiſes were moſt incredible» Thoſe 
Works that could produce all this had certainly ont 
nipotent conviftion in them ; ſure weare there muſt 
 beprodigie of Miracle either in the cauſes, or ih the 
efje.” And yet the Scribes and #hariſees are not 
wrought on hy them. Their carnal Prejudices would 
not be removed, not by the Þ inger of Gods the 
mean and deſpicable, and, as. toall their worldly 
expettations ain attetions, TY con- 
Nicer - ition | 
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dition of our Saviour, had ſoclouded all his works, 
and their own pride {o blinded thegy,thar they. could 
 ſeeno argument in Miracle. . | 
_- Now'tis the Devil, that God of the World, char 
hath the power of its Glories, and tne managery of its 
temptations, who, by railing thele atfetions, dazles 
ſo and blinds the minds of men, thar they ſhould 
not believe. S. Paul afficmsit : and "tis plain that 
Unbelief is no one's Intereſt but Satan's.For it is not 
Man's. Not the Vertuozs man's certainly : He's cons 
cern'd as much as Happineſs amoants to, to believe 
there isa God, whoſe Cares and Providence watch 
over him, whoſe Ears and Arms are open to him , 
whoſe Bowells yearn for him, whoſe Bloud did pur- 
chaſe him, whoſe everlating Bleſſednefles do await 
him, \ 'Tis his Interet to truft chat Vertue, which 
the World ſo ſcoras or pitties, was yet worthy God 
ſhould be incarnated'to teach It, die topurifie up in- 
toit, and will raiſe us up again to.cro-+7 it; - Net- 
ther is this Unbelict Mar's real Inter: , abitrafting 
from theſe prejudices of Religion. For if it were 
Mart's real Intereſt, then it were every man's. wiſeſt 
courſe/to purſue that Intereft.- Bur if every. man 
did fo, and ſh ſhould perſuade himſelf -1nto Infidelity, 
and that Religion and a Deity were but dreams or 
artifices, and- ſo arriveſofarr as to have zoifear of 
Go22 nor ſenſe F —_ ar Fertue; the whole: work 
* muſt 
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muſt needs return-into the firſt confulions' of i its 
Chaos : © Villanyand Rapine would have right, - »f 
| When thoſe Mounds are thrown down, there is no= = 3 
thing thar can hinder but that every man may law= 
tally break.in upon and invade every thing. There is 
no fence to guard thy Coffers nor thy Bed,no nor thy 
very Breaſt : rather indeed there can be nothi 
thine. Thus 1s, *tis true, Leviathan's: ſtate of Na- 
ture; and 'tis ſo indeed with the Leviathans of 
Sea and Land, the wilde Beaſts of the Deep and of 
the Deſert. Burt to prevent the neceflary and ef- 
{ential miſchiefs of this ſtate amongſt us Men, He' 
will have Nature to have taught us to make Pats 
and Oaths : but if there's no ſuch thing as Vertwe 
or Religion, then there is no obligation to keep Patts* 
or Oaths. And why ſhould he obſerve them that 
can ſafely break them? Here it is indeed that Do-, 
Erine ends ; ro this their [nfidelity does tend. And 
therefore 'tis no Intereſt of States or-Princes. This 
the Atheiſt will confeſs ; - Godsand Religions. were 
- Invented for the mere neceſſities of Governours;: 
who could nor be ſecure wirhout thoſe higher Obli- 
gations, and theſe afcer-fears. ' And are they not 
kind. Subjefis then who, by promoting Atheiſm, 
}abourto break down that tence which themſelves 
account neceſſary? - Or are they not good rational 3 
Diſcourſers 00, who labour to throw out a thing 7 
% &[ ' B | EO 7] 
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as falſe and vain, becauſc'tis neceſſary ? So neceſ- 
fary ſure, that they who weaken theſe bonds of Re- 
ligion, quite diflolve thoſe of Allegiance, all whole 
Sinews are made of thoſe Sacred Ties, which it 
you untwiſt, the other Cords are burlt as eafily as 
threads of Cobweb, Nay theſe Doftrines lay Prin- 
ciples that juſtifie Rebellion and Aing-killing. For 
if there's no ſuch thing as Vertue or Religion, then 
thoſe are no Crimes. And it is no wonder Zreafon 
hath bezn lov'd, when Blaſphemy hath been ſo. 
They that hear men droll on God Almighty, raille 
their Maker, and buffoon with Him, will quickly 
learn to ſpeak with little reverence of their Supe- 
riours, There's no Kingdome but the Devil's that 
can have ſupport from ft Zelity ; *cis the Intereſt 
of that indeed, His work goes more ſecurely on, 
when there are no religious apprehenfions to check 
it : allow'd Vice cannot be at eaſe if ic but think thoſe 
things aretrae, It js the infinite concern of Wick- 
ednefs,. that the Laws of Vertue and Retigion ſhould 
be -onely Spiders webs, Snares for innocent and leſſer 
flies, while wenimous Spiders can paſs fafely 
through them, and the Waſps can burſt them ; are 
Entanglements onely for the weak, the Phlegma- 
tick and Hypochondriack.c and that there ſhould be 
29 God that can bring them to an after-reckoning. 


They that flatter and betray, that hugg, and then 


3 trip 


trip up, or that plot willanies and ruines under fair 
and godly vitards; muſt needs beunwilling to be- 
lieye. that there is one"who * tries the reins, and « j.,. © 
ſeakRes hearts, and that will render every one ac+ *VU ig 
cor-ling to his works. The Drunkard, who nor 3 
muſt nor can keep the Femembrance of his Cups, 
- cannot endure to apprehend he muſt be call'd to 
an account of them, . The man whole Luſt prevents 


3  theGrave, that putrefics alive, and drops by piece- 
: meal into rotten duſt ere he return to' earth, muſt- 
| L needs be loth that there ſhould 'be a ReſurreQtion, 


to colle& the (catter'd, the foul atomes of his Sin 
and his Diſeaſe, and ſhew them at that dread Tri- 
bunal, before God, his Holy Angels, and Mankind. 
Such as theſe are the onely men that are -concern'd 
F againſt Religion. Here we ſce whoſe Intercft fuch 
þ promote who promote Infidelicy, And truly tis 
f {o much the Devil's Intereſt, that by thoſe very 
| meaſures that he weakens Faith, heſtrengthenseve- 
ry fort of Wickednels : by the ſteps and degrees 
ot Infidelity men aſcend towards the heights of 
Sin :. and whenthey have ſurmounted all Religious 
apptehenfions, then they are upon the Precipice of 
Vice. When the Floud-gates are removed, the 
Torrent muſt break impetuouſſy, For what 1s 
there that can hinder ? Nothing certainly, if pre- 
fent Intereſt be not able : But 'cis plain that _— 
B 2 an 


and Murtherers, and R ebells, In fine, every one 
whom we catl Sinners, do purſue that which they 


there were no other, would not be ſufficient Fnce 
the Devil does make uſe:of that to work- with under 
Infidelity.  7hzs indeed. he: batters, makes his 
ſpreading ruines with : therefore: S. Paul calls hin 
" th a TIowpue wipyir ou hols d Teva, the ſparit that works in 
W  filiis diffidentiz, faith che Vulgar: in the unbeliey- 
eh.l.35. ers, ſo it bears: in filtis inſuaſibilitatis, , in the [mer 
that will not be perfuaded to believe. In theſe 
ga" they are his www, Poſſeſt and agitated 
by him: *tis he ſpirits what they doe : their ations 
are hzs. incitations and motions : In ſumme,as to 
wickedneſs, they are mere Demoniacks. This there- 
fore is his chief and the firſt Engine. 
/2, The ſecond Inſtrument by which he does: de- 
moliſh whatſoever hopes of Vertue we are built up 
to.is- Want of {mployment: and in order to this, he 
hath ſo far prevail'd on the opinions of the world, 
that they believe ſome ſtates of men not onely have 
no obligation to be bufied, but to have no Calling 1s 
eſſential to their condition; which 1s made more 
eminent upon this account that they have 70. bufi- 
eſs, Wealth, how great ſoever, if with an imploy- 
ment or profeſſion,: makes a man,onely a more-gen- 
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make. a Perſon of anelly, As if God had mide. 
that ſtare of men, far the moſt generous part. of 
the whole kinde, and«beſt appointed for the no. 
bleſt uſes' of the world, to ſerve no other ends but- 
what the Graſhoppers and Locufts do, to fing and 
dance among the 'Plants and Branches, and. de- 
vour the truits; and Providence had furnifh'd them 
with all advantages: of plenty for no better pur-. 
oles. Such perſons think no: *onely to reverſe 
God's Curſe, and Inthe ſweat of others faces eat their, | 
breaZ, but reverle Nature too; tor Fob faith, * Man”? Job V7 
is born to labour, as the ſparks flie upwards; In his; | 
making hatha principle to which Acitvity 18 as ef- 
ſential- as it 18 to fire to.'mount ; from which: no- 3 
thingelſe but forcecan hinderic : As af man-did} 4 
Joe. violence to his rhvking when om did doe-no. ©» 
thing ;' and it were his hardeſt work and preſſure, *- © 
nos to: be imploy'd; ir:were:like:making flame. go 
downvards. :lamfure; itis one of the bufjolt-ways 
of doing Satan's: work. Our Saviour! in 'a Parable 
inthe XII, Ch. of .S. Matt, from the 43.v. faith, 
When the-unclean ſpirit is gone out of a man, he ga- 
eth' through” dry.places, ſeehing. reft,, and. findeth 
none: Then he ſaith, 1 will return into my houſe ye. (4. 
from whence I came out ; aud when be js.come, he 
findeth it empty, ſwept; and garniſhed. . 'Then poeth- 45. 
he; and taketh with —_— ſeven other ſpitits. more 


B 3 wicked 
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wicked then- himſelf, .and they enter in. and dwell 
there; Where, under the Similicude of: a man caſt 
out of his : habitation, who , while he wanders 
chrough none but deſert places ſeeking for a dwel- 
ling, he 1s ſure to meet with none; butif he finde 
an houſe that's empty, ſwept. and garnifh'd, he hath 
found out not a receptacle onely, but an invitation, 
an houſe dreſt on purpoſe to call in and to detain 
inhabitants: He ſignifies, that when a Temptation 
of the Devil: 1s repel}'d, and himſelf, upon ſome 
working occaſion, by a reſolute a& of holy courage 
thrown out of the heart ; as he findsno reſt in this 
condition, every place 1s deſert to him, bur-the 
Heart of man is indeed HelItohim, for he calls it 
* torment to be caſt out thence, yea he accounts 
' himſelf bound up in his eternal chains of ® darknels, 

when he isreſtrain'd from working and engaging 
mantofin ; ſo,while he goeth to and fro, A hs 
an opportunity to put in ſomewhere, if he inde 
chat heart from which he was caſt out, or any other 
heart, ater, (ſo the word is,) idling, not 1m- 
ploy'd or butied, (fo it fignifies,) ſuch an heart'1s 
empty, ſwept, and garnifh'd tar him,” "tis a dwelling 
that's dreſt properly to tempt the Devil, fitted to 
receive him and his forces too, prepar'd for him to 


were a on er ee —_——— —_— OmO_—_—_— 
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garriſcn, and make a ſtrong hold of, whence he 
cannot be remoy'd ; for he takes unto him ſeven 


other 


(#3) pn 
other ſpirits more wicked then himſelf, and they enter 
in and dwell there, No doubt they are the Patron- 
Guardian ſpirits of: the ſeven deadly fins, thets Zu- 
telary Devils. Some of thole good qualicies that are 
the attendants of Idleneſs you may tinde decy-. 
pher'd in theScripture. 5. Paul ſays, when peop'e ; 
* learntobe idle, they grow tattlers, buſie-bolies, * tt," 
ſpeaking things which they ought not. *Tis \trange V3 
that Idleneſs thould make mea and women buſy-ho. ] 
dies, yet it do2s moſt certainly in other folks af- 
fairs. Fadion, then which nothing in the world 
can be more reitle(s, 1s nurit by it. Where are 
States ſocenſur'd, ſo new-modell'd, as at certain 
of our Refeories, places that are made merely for 
men to ſpend their time in which they know not 
what to doe with ? At thoſe Tables our Superiours 
are diſſetted ; Calumny and Trealon 'are the com-. 
mon, are indeed the more peculiar entertainments 
of the places. In fine, where perſons have no o-. 
ther employment for their time but talkzng, and ei- 
ther have not {6 much Vertue as to finde delight jn 
talking good things, or not fo much skill as to 
{peak innocent recreation, there they:talk of others, 
cenſure, and back-bite, and ſcofje, This 15 indeed 
the onely picquant converiation ; Gall is ſawceto. 
all their entertainmeats ; and that you -may know 
theſe things proceed from thatol/ Serpent, they doe- 
| nothing. _ 
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om, nothing elſe but hiſs and bite. -*Tis the *poiſon of 
13 Aﬀps-that' is under their lips which 'gives reliſh to 


their diſcourſes ; / *ris the [ſting that makes them 
grateful, veni-ne that they are condited-with, 
- More of the brood of 'this want of Imployment 


 - you may finde at Sodome ; namely;Pride and Lux- 


wry: tor faith Ezekiel, * This was thy iniquity of So- 


x1 wy dome ; Pride, fulneſs of bread,and abundance of 1dle- 


neſs.,,was in her and in her daughters. And indeed 
the idle perfoni:could not poſſibly know how to 


paſſe his hours, ifihethad not Delicactes to ſweeten 


ſome, Wine to lay ſome aſleep, and the ſolicitous 
deckings of Pride co take up others: Burt the ſtu- 
dious'gorgings of the inlide,and the elaborate trim- 
mings of the outſide, help him well away with 
chem. - iv 
Good God ! that for ſo many hours my morning 
eyes ſhould be lift up to nothing but -a Looking- 
glaſs / that that-thin Shadow of my {elf ſhould be 
my 1ol, bz my God indeed, to which I pay all the 
devotions I pertorm ! And when with ſo much care 
and time I have array*d and marthall'd my ſelf,chat 
Lhould ſpend as- much more too in the.compla- 
cencies of ' viewing this ! with eager eyes and ap- 
petite ſurveying every part, asf I had ſet our, ex- 
pos'd them to ny ſelf alone, and.onely dreſt a pro- 
_ Tpedtfor my own fight ! and fince: Nature, to "7 
$4560 grict, 
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the [raelites were in the Wilderneſs, where they- 
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rief, harh given me no eyes behinde ; ' that I ſhould 
ferch reliefs from Art, and get vicarious fight, and 
ſet my back parts too before my face, that ſo Imay 
enjoy. the whole ſcene of my felf! And why all 
this ?: for nothing but to ſerve vain Oftentation, or 
negotiate for Lyſt, to dreſs a Temptation , and ſtart 
Concupiſcence. And that the half of each day ſhould 
be ſpentthus! the beſt part of a-reaſonable crea- 
ture's and a. Chriſtian's life be. laid out wu 
purpoſes fo farr from Chriſtian or reaſonable ! 
And truely Luxury will eafily eat the remainder 
up, .that-ſure companion of Idleneſs. For when. 


could not eat but by Miracle, and the Rock, muſt | 
give them drink; yet, having no imployment,  -: 
they made Feaſls : * They ſate down to eat and drink, 9x _ 
and. roſe up to play. Nor would cating tothe uſes- _ :, 
of their nature lerve them, but they muſt have en- 
tertainments for their wantonneſs,, - Had they been 
imploy'd to get their bread, their labour would- 
have made their morſells ſweet; | but fince Got, as 
the Wiſe-man ſaies, iſent them from Heaven bread 
prepar'd without their labour , they muſt have va- 
rieties to. fweeten.it ; they require him to ® prepare Pal 2 
a-Table alſo'in the wilderneſs, and farniſhchemwith- 19. | 
choice; © And although they:had the food of Angels, «;. 

* able to content every man's _— and agreeing t0 _ ; 
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every. taft, and ſerving to tbe appetite of the. eaten , 
it temper”d it ſelf to every maris liking , and what 
could they fanly more? the latitude of - crea- 
cures, the whole Univerſe of Luxury could doe 
nothing elle ; in every fingle mortelt they had ſorts; 
Variety ; all- choice; as if that Deſ:rt had been 
Paradiſe, that Wilderneſs the Garden of the Lord s 
Yet ſfocoy is Idlenels, ſo apt to naulcate, that they 
abhor the conſtancy of being pleas'd. And though 
they were not fated neither, * he that gather 'd much 
had nothing over , onely to his eating , God as well 
providing for their Health and Vertue, as neceſſity , 
and dieting their Zemperance as he did their hunger: 
yet their very liking does grow loathfome to them, 
When their bodies were thus excellently well provi- 
ded for, having no imployment, nothing to rake up 
their minds and entertain their Soxls, they require 
> cen IR meat for their Souls, meat not to [:rve 
the uſes of their bodies, but to feed their fancies , 


their extravagant minds, Thus [leneſs requires to 


be dicted. And all this but to: pamper and: feed 

high mens inclinations, fo ro make Temptations 

irref;Sible, and by conſequence Vice neceſſary. 
It werecafie to recount more of thoſe ways by 


whichthe Devil does make uſe of mens want of In- 


; ployment todebauch their lives, and 'ruine all-the 
hopes of Vertue in them, S, Zude finds more of its 


effets 
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ties and preſſures, then by tempting 'them to ger 
from under them by methods which he ſhall dire*t-; 
-ahd hethad ſuch affurance of the ſtrength of this 


out whether hewere the © Sor of God or no, belie- [1V-Miz 
wing hone but'he that was'ſo would be able*to re- 
Indeedthe trials are ſevere which'this Temprtati- 


es at Sodome 3 * They \ pave themſelves over #9 *ver.1.. 
Fornication, and went after other fleſh, and are ſet 
forth for a@example, ſuffering the vengeance of eter- 
'nal fire. Indeed theſe are mott certain conſequents 
of' not being imploy'd:  Queritur Aigyſthu--- z 
1500 known an inſtance: and *® great, Holy David ym } 
is another, Bur its dire influence is ſufficiently vi- 
ſible in that which itrain'd down upon thoſe Cities. 
Since it did fulfill the guilt of Sodome , and tmade 
Heaven turnich Hell tor it, and God himſelf rum 
Executioner of fire and brimſione to revenge it ; 
this ſhall ſerve to prove 1t 1s one of the Devil's 
Mafſter-pieces. NI 6 ol ps 
3. Next ſucceed his *fery darts, asS, Paul calls (Erb. , 
them , namely , Perſecutions, or Calamities of any | 
kind ; which he manageth either by-infliting preſ- 
ſures ; and he was ſo confident of the farce of theſe, | 
that he did tell Go he would make 4 Fob curſe 'bim *Job1az. 
to his face with them : or if hefind men in neceſ- 


. 


Tempration, that by it he try'd our Saviour, ito'find 


C 2 on 


._ -_ ondoes preſent, 'to-draw 
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| men fromtheir Duty, and 
to overcome their Conſtancy 2 - whether it folicite 
by infligting puniſhment, ( as on thag/other and 
her Children, 1I Maccab, VII, ), or by offering to 


withdraw it, if they will ſubmit, to their -unlawfyll 


terms , (and fo they try'd her younget ſon there, 


ver.'24. ) or atleaſtwiſe by ſome feigned aft, ſome 
ambiguous words or pradtices, will pretend compli- 
ance, ( ſothey dealt with Eleazar, Chap. VI, 2r. 


whom they would have had to bring fleſh of his 
own proviſion, ſuch as he might uſe withour offence, 
and ſo onely feem. to eat forbidden meat. ) Each of 
which isas greata trial alſo, and to ſtand ' againſt 
them, reckon'd up amongſt as vigorous' aQs of 
Faith, as thoſe that held our in the greateſt tortures 
perſecuting malice could invent : Heb. X1.37, They 


were fton'd, ſawn aſunder, were tempted, 


\. Now to fetch an inſtance of the ſad ſucceſs of 
theſe, Iſhall notneed to go ſo farr as to thoſe Perſe- 
cutions of Antiochas: nor thole of the primitive tames 


of Chriſtianity ; when they had no other choices but 


theſe,to deliver up their Bibles or their Lives ; either 


£0 ſacrifice to Idols, or at leaſt procure a ,7icket 


which ſhould certifie. that they had done it, or to 
be themſelves an Holocauſt, and givethoſe Idols a 
Burnt-offering with their martyr-flames. Which 


made the 7raditores, Lapfi, the Thurificati and the 


Libel- 


and made Hell their refuge, to ſave them from their 


| {109 

Libellatici'to' be ſo numerous. Through God's 
blefled mercy there is no uſe-of ſuch inſtances, as 
there is n6 fear of ſucha trial ; *ris not death to be 
a Chriſtian now : - For if the Son of man or Satan's 
{elf ſhould'icome to try us at:thoſe rates, *twere | 
great doubr whether the one or other would * find | Lute . 
Faith upon the earth ; whether they would ſacrifice ©"? 
a life to'our Religion, who are not content to facri- 

fice a little intereſt or pleaſureto it ; whether they 3 
are likely to ® reſrſt unto bloud fighting againſt ſin , » ye.xig 
who will not reſiit to tears nor ſober reſolutions. * 
Alas ! what Religion thould we be of, if God ſhould 
raiſe a Diocletian, come to tempt us with the fiery 
trial ? Martyrs as we are to nothing but our Paſſt- 
ons and. our Luſis! Nor thall 1 produce more 
known and near experiences, when, by reaſon of 
ſuch ſtorms of Perſecution, men mqgg ſhipwreck., if 
not of their F aith, yet of good Conlcience. When 
by order or permiſſions of Providence they were 
broughtto ſuch a {treight, thar either they muſt; let 
goe their poſſeſſions or their honeſty, a&ing againſt 
Principles, and conſcience of Duty ; I thall not 
remember, how, when God did ſhake his angry hand 
thus over them, they. fled-to the Devil's kindneſs, 


> 


Father's rod : how they grew {o Atheiſtical, as to 
believe a Perjury or othe* crime greater ſecurity, 
3 that 


ad) 
that would preſerve their ſelves and: their condition 
better then all God had promis'd ; were ſuch inf. 
dels, that they did rather truſt their being here to 
the commiuſſion of a fin, thento the Providence and 
the Engagements of the Almighty. For indeed 
what ied [ inſtance in theſe greater caſes, where 
the trial was ſo ſharp, as not to offer any eaſier 
| choice then this, either to part with Conſcience or 
with all they had? God knows, we find lefs Inte- 
refts willdoe: The Devil by no more then this, 
driving the Gadarens ſwine into the Sea, was able to 
_ driveChriſt out of their coaſts. You: have the ſto- 
ry VII. Matt. fromthe 28 ver. A legion of thoſe 
evil ſpirits did poſſels two men ; and finding Chriſt 
would caſt them out, and by that Miracle 1o farr 
ſhew forth his power, that-in probability the whole 
 Countrey wouyf believe on him, they fall upon this 
projed to prevent it; they beſought him,if he would 
caſt them out, to ſuffer them togoe into an herd of 
ſwine there feeding ; hoping by deſtroying them 
ro Incenſe the owners againſt Chriſt : and, to try 
them, hepermitted this. The poileſs'd ſwine ran 
violently down into the Lake, and periſh'd, Now 
a man would think the virulency of theſe Devils, 
which were'ſo deſtruQive when they were at liberty 
and not reſtrain'd, would have endear'd the'ftietcy 
that had caſt them out of the poor men, and 'came 
[ ra 


(21) 
to diſpolleſs the Countrey of them z and that their 
altoniſhment at fo great a Miracle would- poſſeſs 
them all with reverence and belief of him q . and 
that they would therefore fejfe and poſlefs him alla, 
andinarler che mercy goe : .-But, on-theconcrary;, 
the whole Ciry and Countrey came out to meet Fes 
ſus, and, in conlideration of the lo's of their fivine, 
defire him to depart out of their coaſts. Lo here an 
equal enemy to Chriſt and all his Miracles, that was 
indeed too hard for them. The Senate of Hell had 
no projet to keep out Religion like to this, to make 
Religion thwart an Intereſt, Rather no Chriſtia» 
nity then loſe an Earthly fatisfaG&ionby it ;. Ra- © 
ther have the ſwine then Chriſt himſelf. be. 
4. But ifhe chance to fail in this Afſault, .Casby 
our Saviour he was beaten off ) he hath yet a Re- 
ſerve, in which he places his laſt, ſtrongeſtcanfi- 
dence; wich which he ventured to charge Chrift., 
when it is probable he knew He was the Son: of Gad. 
i He takes him up into an high mountain ,, and * IV.Ma 
fhews him all the. Kingdomes of the earth in the ** 
twinkling of an eye , and the glory of them, and 
ſays, All theſe things will Igtve thee, He thought 
it was impoſfible for ſuch. a proſpe& not to make 
impreſſion on the appetite, raiſe-ſfamedefire, or ſtir 
one Coverous: or Ambitious thought : whichif it 
could but doe, he made no ſcruplethen to clog born 
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435 an ldolater: and here we ſee the God he does doe 
homage 'to, and worſhip. . The Devil does require , 
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Gift with ſuch conditions as that there, All theſe 


things will I givethee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worſhip me. 'Tis faid indeed, the * Covetous man 


that thoſe whom he gives wealth to, ( now tis he 
that gives it to the Covetous, to all indeed that get ir * 
with injuſtice or with greedineſs; ) he requires, I 


| fay, thattheſe ſhould pay all their Religion to Him- 


ſelt: and the Ambitious, in however high a place 


 heſets them, muſt fall down to him. And truly 


theſe two diſpoſitions can give worſhip tano o:her 


x7: God butſuchan'oneas is * Abaddon, the Deſtroyer 


of Mankind. Forall the great Commotions of the 
world, all thoſe Convulfions that tear Provinces 
and Empires, all-Seditions and Rebellions$g with 
thoſe armies of iniquities that attend them, and that 
wage their deſigns, whichare upheld by legions of 
yillanies as well as men, all the Diſturbances .of 
Srates. and. Church, are but attempts of Covetous: 


| ** and Ambirjousſpirirs, men that are unſatisfied with 


their condition, and defire a change, and care.not 
how they compaſs it : they can charge through 


ſeas of bloud and fin, over the face of men and Con- 


ſcience, to..get' out of. that condition » which they | 
therefore are not well content. with ;; becauſe ſome- 
thing they like better beckens, their ambirious and 
2 bg their” 
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their covetous defires, Would you ſee what 'one 
of theſe will venture at? When Chriſt our Saviour © 
was to be betray'd, when a Perſon of the Godhead =. 
was to be deitver'd upand crucified, the Devil had 4 
no paſſion to imploy on that defign ofit a3 the d- I 
fire of getting money; and when that defire was + - 
once entertain/d, we ſee he enters * really in perfon, * Join * 
and poſſeſſes ſuch a ſoul ; and when he is there, he *-7 | 
deſigns no farther butto warm and ſtir that pathh- : 
on : 'tis ſufficient truit of his poſſeſtor, he hath 
done enough in ſuch an heart wherein he dwells, if 
he but keep alive that deſire of money : for he 
knows that will make the man adventure upon any 
guilt; for it made Zudas undercake to betray Chriſt. 
And as for the other paſſion which the Devil did de- 
fign the glories of his proſpett to give fire to,though 
he could not ſtir it in our Saviour, yet he knew 1t 
van; uiſht him himſelf” when he was Angel. What 
height i is there which Ambition will not fiieat, fince 
K made this Spirit aim at an equality with the : 
» Moſt High? Heaven it ſelf was not ſufficient to * "ik Xie: 
content . while there was a God above him in *** + 
K, And fince this efteQtion peopled Hell with 
Devils, *tis no wonder if it people Earth with Mi- 
ſeries and Viccs, 

5, The: remaining Trial with which Satan did 
 afſayſr our Sayiour, when he'tempted him with 
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| miſes, and ſought to ruine 
him with. his own Priviledges : with that allo _. 
6. His being a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all the 
Prophets ; by which long ago he did detroy an A- 
hab, in the 1 Xings XXII. 22, Burt fince by ſad expe- 
rience we-kncw, he ruin'd the beit ing, pureſt 
Church, and mot flouriſhing State, by the ſame 
ſtratageme, But theſe, with thoſe other which 
S. Paul does call his® wiles, I muſt omit ; ſutfici- 
ent hath been ſaid already to inforce the neceffity 
of reſting, which is the Uuty, and the next con- 
{iderable. | 
Reſiſt the Devil - that is, do not you conſent to 
his Temptations : for there is no more requir'd of 
us, but this onely,, not to be willing to be © taker, 


and led captive by him, For let him ſuggeſt, incite, 


aſſault and fterm as, no imprefiion can be made up- 


on vustillwe yield, and till we give conſent no hurt 


1s done, It is not hereas in ourother warrs: In 
thoſe no reſolution can ſecure the victory, but not- 
withſtanding all refiſtence poſſible, we may be van- 
quiſht ; yea, ſometime men are overpre!t and die 
with conquering, and the \ tor onely gains a Mo- 
numeat,is but buried in the heaps of his ſlain. Tro- 
phies. Bur in theſe warrs with the Devil, who- 
ſoever is unwilling tobe vanquiſht, never can be: 
tor he mult firſt give conſent to it,and rill the _ : 

- or 
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for. men do. not fin againſt their wil/s. Onely here 
we muſt diſtinguiſh berwixt Will, and then Velleity 
and Woulding. For letno man think when he com. 
mits deliberate in1quity wich averſene(s and relu- 
Gancy of mind, allows not what he does, but does 
the evil that he would not, what he hates that he 
does ; that this 1s not to be imputed to the Will, 
chat in this caſe he 1s not willing, but here the ſpirit 
is willing, but the fleſh is weak, and yields - through 
mere infirmicy.: For, on the concrary, the Devil 
finds the tleſh to ſtrong 1n this caſe, that with it a- 
lone he does affault the mind, and breaks through 
its reluctancies and averſations, bears down all its 
reſolutions, triumphs over all that does pretend to 
God or Vertue in him, Where 'tis' thus, letno man 
flatter or perſuade himſelf he dozs what he would 
not, when it is plain he does imperuoaily will the 
doing it. Lethimnot think that he allows not, but 
bates that which he does ; when it 1s certain, in that 
moment that he does commir, not to allow that 
which hedoes reſolve and pitch upon and chufe, 'to 
hate-what with complacency he acts, or to doe-thar 
unwillingly which he is wrought on by his own com- 
cupiſcence to.doe, and by his inward mcitations, by 
themutiny of his own affections, which the Devil 
raiſes, and when its the mere height and prevalens 
cie of bis appetite that does make him doe it; (ag 1 
D 2 muſt 


" Tho 


any-man'to be neceffitated to be vicioas by his. ha- 


muſt be where there. is relu&ancy before he doe it, 


- his defires and afteFions there, are evidently -too 


ſtrong for him,) or at laſt, -to hate the doing that 
which 'tis his too much laveto that makes him doe ; 
are all impoſſbilities, the {.me things as to will a- 
gainſt the will,defire againſt appetite.But do but keep 
thy ſelf fincerely and in truth from being willing, 
and thou muſt be ſafe: For God expe&ts no more 
but that we ſhould not voluntarily yield to our un- 
doing. He hath furniſht us with his own com- 
pleat armour for no farther uſes of a warre, but to 


| * Eph. VI. ENCOUrage Us to ſtand, * Take unto you the whole 


armour of God, that ye may be able to ftand againſt 


13. thewiles of the Devil : and again, Put ye on the 


whole armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
ſtand inthe evil day, and having done all, to ſtand. 
There 1s no need tro doe more then this, not to be 
willing and conſent to fall ; for' no man can be 


| beaten down but hethat will fall. 


It were very eafie for me to preſcribe you how 
to-fortifie againſt thoſe Engines of the Devil's bat- 
cery which I 'produc'd to you, . But that I may not 
ſtay. upon. particulars, directing thoſe whom he 
prevails upon through want of imployment to find 
out honeſt occafions notto beidle; (and here it 
isthemoTt unhappy thing in the: whole world, for 


ving 
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ving nothing -elfe todos, and becauſe, while the _ * 
world accounts'ita Pedagtick; thing: t0- be brought 
up by rules and-under” diſcipline, -hercannor learn: 
how to imploy-himſelfto'his advantage) ro pals by 
theſe, 1 ſay, the univerſal ſtrength againſt this ene= = 
mie is Faith. * Tour adverſary the Devil, like. a «1 p...\ 
roaring Lion, - goeth up and down JeeRing whom he * 
may devour.; whom reſiſt ftedfaſt in the F aith. And 
chat not onely as it fruſtrates all chat he attempts by 
means of {nfidelity, .but it alſo*: quenches all bzs > zji.ys 
fiery darts ; whatſoever bright Temptation he:pre- *©* * 
{ents to draw us trom our Duty, or whatever fiery 
tciall he makes uſe of to atfright and martyr with. 
For the man whoſe Faith does':give:him'© exedence'* Hebaxrl 
and eye-ſight of thole bleſſed Promiles eye bath not © | 
ſeen, and gives * ſubſtance, preſent ſolid being to his'*'%vnmr] 
after hopes, and, whoſe heart hath ſwallow'd down ©: x 
thoſe happy expetations which have: neverientred ; | 
| 


< 


in the heart of. man to. comprehend; what 1sThere 
that can tempt or fright him fromchis :{tation ?: . To 
make all that which Satan-gave theproſpect of 'pre- 
vail on ſuch a Saul, the fingdoms ofthe earth'mult 
out=vie God'sKingdome;r and their ! Gauds outs 
thine his Glory, and the twinkling of. an eye leem 
longer then Eternity: for nothing le[s then thele 
will ſerve his turn, all theſe are:in his expettati- 
ons, . Or :what can frightthe: man whoſe :hea:t-1s 
wg ſer 


At 
| ſet above the.ſphere of terequrs? -who: knows  ca- 
lamiry, | how-great foever, can infli&:bur-a more 
ſudden and more glorious bleſſedneſs upon him; 


* and the moſt deſpiteful cruel uſage can bur perſe- 


cute him into Heaven. *Tis eafte to. demonſtrate 
that a Faith and expeCtation of the things on earth, 
butlt upon weaker gro:inds then any man may have 
for his belief of things above, hath charg'd much 
greater hazards, overcome mare difficulties then 
the Devil doesaffault us with. For ſure none is 
fa Scepticall, but he will grant that we have firmer 
grounds to. think there 1s anotber world in Heaven, 
then Columbus if he were the firlt Diſcoverer) had 
ro-think there was anotber Earth; and tha: there 
are far richer hopes laid-up there in that other 
- world, for thoſethat do deny themſelves the finful 
profits and the jollities of this,and force them from 
cheir inclinations, then thaſe Sea-men could expet 
who: firſt adventur'd with him thither. © .For they 
could not think to gain much for chemſel ves, but 
onely to take ſeifin of the Land (if any ſuch there 
were) for others covetous cruelty ; could get little 
ele but onely richer graves, and' to. lie buried wn 
their yellow earth. Nor are we affaulted in our 
yoyage with ſuch hazards, as they knew they muſt 
encounter.with ; . the path of Vertue: and the may to 
Heaven'is\not; ſor.belet. with difficulties as theirs 
6 © Was - 
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was; when they muſt cut it out themſelves threugh 
an unknown new world of Ocean, where they could 
ſee nothing elſe but fwelling -gaping Death, from 
an abyfle of which they: were but weakly guarded, 
and remov'd few inches onely : and as it the dan- 
_ geroaſeſt ſhipwrecks were onſhore, they found a 
Land more favage and more monttrous then that 
Sea, Yetall this they vanquiſht for fuch flender 
bcpes, and upon ſo uncertain a belief, A weak 
Faith therefore can doe mighty works ; greater 
then any that we ſtand in need of toencounter with 
our enemy : It can remove theſe mountains too ; 
the golden ones thatCovetouſnels and Ambition do 
calt up : yea more, 1t can remove the Devil alfo, 
for if you reſiſt him ftedfaſt in the faith,he flies which 
is the happy Iſſue, and my laſt pare... S 
Reſift the Devil, and he will flie from you. And 
yet it cannot be deny'd but that ſometimes when 
the meſſenger of Satan comes to buffet, though 
S. Paul reſiſt him with the ſtrength of Frazer, 
(which when Moſes manag'd he was ableto prevail 
on God himſett; and the Lord arcicled with him, = 
that he might be * let alone,) yer he could nor beat * Deu.nx, 
off this aſfailarte, MH Cor, XIL 7,8, 9. When God, '* | 
either for prevention, as 'twas thers, v. 7. or for 
exerciſing or illuſtrating of Graces, or ſome other 
of his bl:ffed ends, gives a man up to the _—_— 
= 0 
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of Satan, hes often pleaſed to continue the tem-- 
ptation-long/; but in that caſe. he does never fail 
to ſend afliſtences and aids-enough: againſt-ir. 4y 
grace is ſufficient for thee, ſaith he to S, Paul there. 
Andwhen he will have us tempted for his uſes,(if we 
be not failing to our ſelves) he does. prevent our 
being overcome ; ſo that there 15 no danger on thoſe 
Trials from their ſtay. - But yer ic muſt not be de- 
ny'd bur that the Devildoes prevail ſometimes by 
importunacy, and by continuance of Temptation ; 
ſo that Reſiſtence is nor always. a Repulſe, at leaſt 
not ſuch an one as to make him draw off and flie. 

It is not ſtrange to find him» liding with a natural 
mclination, with the bent of Conſtitution, ſtill pre- 
ſencing ObjeRs; laying Opportuniries, throwing 
in Examples, and all forts of invitation, always 
preſſing {o, that when a man hath ſtruggled long he 
does grow weary of the {eryice, notenduring to be 
thus upon his. guard perpetually, watching a weak 
heart which-ftrong inclinations, bufie Devils do lay 


fiegeto; andſo:growing flack and careleſs; he is 


preſently ſurpriſ*d ; orelfe, deſpairing that he ſhall 
bealways abletohold our, lays hold upon a tem- 
_ pting opportunity, and yields; by the moſt un- 
_ reaſonable and baſeſt cowardice that can be, yields, 
for fear of yielding ; leſt he ſhould not hold our, 


that. 


he will-not, but giyes up; .and puts himſelf. into 


that very mitchief which he would avoid merely- 
for fear of coming into ir. For which fear there ts 
noareaton neither: for 'cis not here as.it/.our other. 
Steges, where, if. it beclole, continuance mult re... 
-duce men to neceltiry. or yielding , ſtrengths and: 
ammunitions wilt decay, proviions fail; and, if the 
Enemy cannot, their own hunger will break through: 
their watls, make avenues for congueft, time alone 
witl take them ; but in chefe Spiritual Sieges, one 
Repulle jnables for another, and the more we'have. 
refifted, -che Temptation ts nor efiely fo inuch fat-- 
ter, and more weak and baffled, butthe inward mn 
is fkfonger; Victory does give” new forces, and is. 
ſure to ger in freſh and fill ſufficient ſupplies.” For | 
© God giveth more grace, faith'S, Fa nes and, "tbey Jam. Ive 
ſhall hawe abundance, (atth our Saviour, - So that * Mar. | 
whers the Devil after ſeveral repilſes ſtill comes on Yo **t 
with freſh aſſaults, we may be ſure he-does diſcern | 
there is fone creacherous inclination-that ſides with - 
him : and although the man refuſe himfelf the fatiſ>. 
. faRion of the fin, he fees he hatch a minde to-1r, his - 
. retulalls are bur fainr, not hearty ; though - he ſeen 
afraid to come within the quatte:s..of the Vice ; he. 
keeps, it may be, co:reſpondence with-the incett- 
tives tor, erffertains the opportunities, plaies with - 
the: objes, or at beſt he does ttot fotrifie againſt 
Rt, : -New-this gives the Tempter hopes, ahd in-. 
wt; E 


VITES :+ 


Gn). 
vites his aſſaults, arid does expoſe the perſon tobe 
taken by him. 

But where he fees he is reſiſted heartily, his fi 
are received with an abhorrency, diſcerns men are 
in earneſt, watch to avoid all opportunities and oc- 
caſions, and prepare, and foerills, and arm againſt 
him, there he will not ſtay to be the triumph of their 
Vertue. We may know this by his Agents, thoſe 
that work under the Devil, whom he hath inſtrugted 
in the myſteries of waging bisT, emptations. Where 
they are not like to ſpeed; (and as to this they have 
diſcerning ing ) _ = and hate, apd come 
2ot near, but ſtudy ſpite and miſchief onely there. 
The intemperate men are moſt uneaſie with a perſon 
whom'they are not able to engage in the debauch ; 
the rudeneſs and brutality of their excelles are not 
ſo oftenfive to the ſober man, as his ſtayd Vertue is 
to them ; they do not more avoid the crude egeſti- 
ons, ſhameful! ſpewings of their overtaken fellows 
riot, then they do the thame and the reproch that 
ſuch a man's ftrit converſation caſts on them , 
which does in earneſt make them look more foul 
and naſty to themſelves. In fine, every. finner ſhuns 
the company « of thoſe whom he believes Religious 
an earneſt ; ris an awe and check to them ; they 
are afcaid, and outar It, as their Great Maſier alſo 
1s, who whenhe is refiſted muſt: be overcome : and 

as 
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| 33) 
as they that are beaten have their own fears alſo 
for their enemies, which are ſure to charge cloſe, 
put to flight, chaſe and parſue them ; ſo it. ſeems he 
allo is afraid of a lincere and hearty Chriſtian , for 
he flies him £ ſo he did from Chriſt, IV,Matt.ver.11, 
and ſo the Text affures, 1t you reſt him, be will fly 
from you. | _— _ 

 Andnov, although weall did once renounce the. 
Devil and his works , were lifted Souldiers againſt 
him, took a Sacrament upon it, and our Souls, 
the'1mmortaliry of life or miſerie, depend upon our. 
being true and ftairhfull ro our ſelves and oaths, or 
otherwiſe ; nor 1s there more reguir'd of us but re- 
ſolutionand. fidelity, onely not to be conſenting to. 
our Enemies conqueſt of us, not to will captivity. 
and ſervitudeg, Yet as if, in mere defiance. of our. 
vows and intereſts , we not onely wild the ruine ,, 
but would fight for it, we may find, 1n ſtead of this | 
refſling of the Devil, moſt men do *refift the Holy:* aas wh 

Gb.ft ; quench not the * fiery darts of Satan, bur the * Zu." 


« Pprrit and his flames, by which he would enkindle. 5%. 


love of God and Verrue in them. If he take advan- V-** | 
rageof ſome warm occaſion to intlame their cou- 
rage azain't former fol:1es, heat them into reſolu- 
tions of a change ; as ſoon as that occaſion goes off, 
they pur outthole flames, and choak theſe heats un- 


til they die. If he come in his ſoft: whiſpers, ſpeak 


} 


cloſe 


Ge 

joys of which himfelf is earneſt; to''all theſe they: 
ſhut their cars, can hear no whiſpers, are not ſenfi- 
ble-of any founds: of things at fuch a diftance, 
ſounds towhich they give no more regard, then to 
things ofthe fame extravagance with the Muſick. of 
 theSpheres. Nay, it he come with his more ative 
.methods, as the Angels came to Lot, ſend mercy to 
alture and *take them by the hand as they did, toin- 
viteand lead them out of Sodome + if that will nor, 
judgements then tothruft them out, as they did allo, 
come with fireand brimſione to affright them ; they 
| not onely, like the men of Sodome. do attempt a 
ver. 4,9. Þ violence and rape upon thoſe -very Angels, but they 
really debauchthemercies, and profane the judge- 
ments,havitg blinded their own ezes,that they might 
ſee no hand of God ih either : ufing thus unkindly 
| all hisblefled methods of reclaiming them, till they 
_ptel.  have'* #rieved bim ſo that he forfake and leavethem 
' utterly, As ifthey had notheard that when the Hoh 
Spirit isthus forc'daway , theevil fpirit takes his 
lace, I Sam. XVI. 14, Asif they knew not tharto 
thoſe who clofe their eyes and ſtop their ears againft 
the Holy Spirit's motions, till they are grown dull 
of hearing and bImd to them, God does fend a ſpirit 
4 [lumber that they ſhauld. not fee nor hear; and that 
forthis direteaſon, that they may n2t be converted, 


_ nor 
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| nor be fav'd; "Five timed ho'. affirms i6-in, the. ,,y1 
[ Soriptarel'! C_— more, an'words of a ſad Liar-: = 


phaſis, —_—_— 1 - 213: wr eye; them firong de-! Joh. XII: 
tuſrons that elieve a ly, that the al] may Bevites 
ruradhy oofgng not the truth, but Geer. Rom Xi. 
fure in unrighteouſneſs 5 and that; "brcauſe thayres 
ceived not the love of the truth, that-they dale be : 
ſav'd, Bl:fled God! Is ir ſocafie for ſuch fiuners 
 tobelieve and be converted, that thy ſelf thould{t in- 
terpoſe t6* hinder it, and hide; the pottibiligies-of 
mercy from their eyes, that they may! never ſes 
them, nor recover.! What can then become of thoſe 
for whom God does contrive that they thall:not; e- 
ſcape? 'when inftead-of thole bowels thardid make 
him ® ſwear 'be would not have the finher ie, but» +... 
would have him return and. live, he purs 'on fo XXL | 
much indignation at ſuch finners, .asro-take an or- 
| dertheyſhall not repent; and raks'an” gale ha 
| they ſhall be:damn'd; © 
- And yet all this is onely to thoſe men, Loli be. 
ing dull 'of hearing the ſuggeſtions of che Spirit, 
and not willing rogive entertainment! ro-his holy 
motions, 27ievehimfo,' thatrlivy repel antbdrive 
him quite away; and ſfo-by ſoe-worory -ohaly 
make'way fot the Devil: Whereas there are others 
that tint call 'Nirty, "Gr 02 his (£0 thei, "7a vifÞ 


pl Hl occaionsits ſevehin, Sane thereare 
E 3 that 
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that Aids how to drisbelieve, and with great labour 


«and \contrivancework.out arguments and: motives 


i toperſuade-themſelves to: Atheiſiz - .1 Others: pra« 
iſe, diſcipline, and exerciſe themſelves: to be. en- 
gag'd in Vice. Some dreſs ſoas to lay baits, ſnares, 
to entrap Temptation, that. they. may be ſure. it may 
not paſs them ;. Others feed" high,- ro\invite, and. 
entertain the. 7Zempter , doe all that is poſſible to 
make him come, - and to afſfure him that -he muſt 
prevail, . when they | have, made' it moſt wh" ble 
for themſelyes to ftandand to reſi. 

Some there are indeed whom he does-not over- 
come fo eafily;, þut is put to-compound with them, 
takes them upon Articles + for when he would jn- 
gaye them..to a fin to which he ſees :they have great 
anclinations, with ſome. fears, he is fain to-perſuade 
| them to repent when they have done; to lay;hold 
upon the prelens opportunity, -and not let the {a- 
risfaQion eſcape them, bur be forry after, and a- 
mend.:' For where theſe reſolutions” of Repent- 
ance uſher in tranſgretion, there ' we may be ſure 
x is the Devil-chat ſuggeſts thoſe, reſolutions... But: 
if he can get-admittance; oneethas, by prevailing 
with. a. perſon. to receive him upon: purpoſes--of 
after-Penitence ; he is ſure' to praſper ll; in his 
attempts. upon. the: fame, condition3. for: Repent- 
ance will waſh ou, angyher fin, if he.commur Ws; 
an 
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and ſoon,” And it is evident ' that by this very 
train he does draw moſt. men on through the whole . 
courſe of fin and life : for never doe they, till they  -; 
ſee themſelves at the laſt: ſtage,. begin repenting. . 
When they are tograpple with DeatP's forces, then | 
_ theyare to ſet upon reſeſting of. the Devils and «; 

when they are grown .ſo weak that their whole ſoul 
muſt be employ'd to muſter all its ſpirits, ' all their 
 ftrength, bur co beat off one little ſpot of phlegm, 

that does befiege the avenues. of breath, theparts of 

life, and ſally at it, and aſſault it, once,, again, and 
a third, many times, and yet withall the « of its 
might cannot break through, nar beat off chat little 
clot of ſpittle; when it is thr 


thus, yet. thep arechey © - 
to *wreſile with, and conquer :#rincipaiities and * exrivi, 
Powers, all the Rulers of the utter daRneſs *, pull 3%; c,,. 
down the firong holds of fin withinz caft down imagi. *-s- 
nations; and every high thing that; did exalt it ſelf 
againſt the knowledge 0 God anid bring into capti. 
vity every thought to the. obedience 'of Chriſt ; and 
with thoſe feeble hands that they are. ſcarcely able 
to lift up in a ſhort with, or prayer, they muſt doe 
all this, refit the Devil, and take Heayen by force. 
Now ſure to put it off to ſuch a fatal ſeaſon 18a 

purpoſe of a deſperate concern. In God's Name 
let us ſet upon the doing it while there is ſomething 
left of Principle and higour in us, ere we have fo 


griev'd 


Tr uoif.we frrivebiirehe tave. 
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